SUBTERRANEA BRITANNICA 


SECRETARY'S NEWSLETTER 
Editorial 


Over the years it has been the custom for various Sub, 
Brit, members to attend study weekends on the continent 
and following this tradition Sylvia Beamon, Jin 
Bradshaw and Paul Sowan of England joined with some of 
our members on the continent, to participate in the 
excellent Second International Syaposium on Underground 
Quarries in Paris in July, 


As can be seen from the obituary below, it was in 
France that part of the inspiration which led to the 
founding of Sub, Brit, in 1974 occurred, This coupled 
to the fact that our sembership extends from Sweden to 
Spain makes Sub, Brit, a truly internationa] society, 
Accordingly our Bulletin contains a fair proportion of 
articles on overseas sites, 


Underground sites can only be fully appreciated ina 
context which is frequently international, Our aedieval 
Cathedrals are built from stone from both sides of the 
channel, Second world war ailitary sites at Dover are 
hest understood as part of a long battle which included 
Nazi military sites on the Pas de Calais, The lead 
gaining industry died in Britain when mining in other 
countries became more productive, Wherein lies the 
superiority of these competitive eines? 


As 1992 approaches it is arguable whether Britain is 
either prepared or willing to take up a continental 
role, Qne thing is certain, Sub, Brit, has already done 
this and we've always taken an interest in channel 
tunnel] projects! 


New Members 
Welcome to, 


Mr, R.L, Sheard, Colchester, Essex 
Henri Puig-Giralt, Mataro, Spain 
Maureen Day, East Barnet, Herts 
Sallie Basshaa, Manchester 

Dr, 0, Keape, Wooler, Northumberland 
D, Lincoln, Document Storage, Mitchaa, Surrey 
Jean Churchaan, Caabridge 

Jacques Chabert, Paris 

Villian Findlay, London 

Anne Thoapson, Newton, Cambridge 
Beth Davie, Chingford, London 

Irene Wegri, Epping, Essex 


We now have 136 individual and 7 corporate members, 


Day Conference Sth April j989 


Chris Bayley described, with illustrations, a holiday 
on Alderney - a place so full of underground military 
sites it looked an attractive proposition for a study 
weekend! This talk will eventually appear in the 
Bulletin, 
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Dr, T,L, Thomas part time soldier and electrical 
engineer was conscripted to army labouring jobs on 
outbreak of World War 1], Promotion sent hie to the 
sands between Shoeburyness and Foulness Point to 
calibrate the army's guns, The aray needed to know how 
to set their guns to hit a given target, The task of 
devising a grid system so that guns and targets could 
be accurately related to each other on maps of these 
relatively featureless sands was formidable, 
particularly as the distances involved were large, 
perhaps 25 piles, and the earth's curvature had to be 
taken into account, Very great mathematical ability 
was required, 


This war-time experience was to help found Or, Thoaas's 
peace-tine career, which eventually found expression in 
him devising a grid to enable plans for the present 
channel tunnel to be drawn, The British, very 
accurate, 0S grid system does not extend to France but 
when you start digging from the French end and from the 
English end siaultaneously, you need to know exactly 
where each end is in relation to the other, otherwise 
the diggings will not eventually neet, 


Apart from the curvature of the earth problea, visual 
Sightings are subject to light rays being bent in the 
air over the channel], The Frenchaan you see through 
your telescope at Dover will probably not be in the 
line of the telescope, Laser beams will also be bent, 


Dr, Thomas gave us insights into how these probleas 
were solved, For exaaple in a tunnel, because of 
teaperature variations, the light bending effect will 
render theodolite readings inaccurate, A highly 
sophisticated instrument called a gyro theodolite can 
solve the problea, 


Or, Thomas's talk was meaorable not only because of its 
content but also because of his unique and endearing 
lecturing style, Clearly out-shining aost mortal people 
in intellect, his chosen life's work seems to have been 
treated as a fun-giving hobby, This spirit of fun he 
imparted to us, 


Richard Butler, also involved in war-time calibration 
of guns, landed in Normandy and became interested in 
the stone quarries at Caen, His geological training has 
enabled hie to pursue this interest over the years, 


The talk was iaportant since it linked together, the 
quarries, the stone and British buildings 
incorporating the stone, 


The long discontinued underground stone quarries at 
Caen are set in at least two distinct regions (Fleury 
sur Orne is one) and quarrying techniques depended on 
which region, There are acre than 30 drift entrances 
in the Fleury sur Orne region but elsewhere shafts 
dropped into saall individually worked chambers, 
Chaabers are linked by little windows, The post war 


reconstruction of Caen led to a brief revival of these 
medieval quarries in 1952, 


The glory of Caen stone in Britain is Norwich cathedral 
but Richard gave aany other examples particularly on 
the south coast; West Malling Abbey, Firle Place, 
Southover Place at Lewis etc, 


It is to be hoped that this talk will eventually appear 
in the Bulletin but Richard is willing to give another 
talk, on underground sites, in the Middle East ata 
later date, 


The fourth speaker of the day was unable to come and 
Paul Sowan gave a talk on travels in Iceland, The 
Secretary just sat back and enjoyed it 


Roger Morgan shoved ingeniously taken photographs of 
former air-raid shelters under Leicester Square, 
Unfortunately these are now gone because a large 
underground electricity sub-station is now being 
constructed on the site, 


Roger also gave an account of the Caaden Town 
Catacombs, These are a large series of underground 
Storage vaults connected by enclosed roadways under 
Canden Goods Yard, Their original purpose is not known 
but as built they were not underground, The systes 
includes an underground canal and there is an entrance 
in Caaden Lock Market, (It would presumably be trespass 
to use it,) Part of it was once used as an air-raid 
shelter but now various cables are routed through it, 
Sylvia suggested it was originally built for the ice 
trade, 


An interesting innovation at the conference was that 
Ken Geddes came down from Clitherow to give a pre-viev 
of the Study weekend at Giggleswick, A very delightful 
thing to do, 


The Study Weekend June 1989, 


This was held in Yorkshire, based on Yorkshire Dales 
Field Study Centre at Giggleswick, This is the second 
year running that the facilities of a study centre, 
including transport, have been used and this has 
undoubtedly added to the enjoyment of these weekends, 
Unfortunately study centres are not always available in 
places of underground interest and this kind of de luxe 
asenity cannot be guaranteed on future occasions, 


Tt aust also be said that the Giggleswick Study Centre 
was perhaps better than aost, at least for our purposes 
and that Ken Geddes's organisation was of the first 
order, He seeas to have spent the winter in careful 
studies on the timings of every aspect of the numerous 
trips devised for the weekend, This plus a desanding 
business life constitutes a remarkable achievenent., 
(This is not to underrate the iaportant help Peter Hay 
and Margaret Waring gave hie at tines) 
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The sites visited vere 


The Hoffmann Lime Kiln at Giggleswick, This is 
analogous to the Kiln at Betchworth in Surrey, 
Victoria Cave, 

Buckden Gavel Lead Hine, 

Grassington Moor Lead Hines Conservation Area, 
Burtersett Stone Slate Mines, 

Raygill Lead fine, 

Hawes Lead Hines Auseus, 

Ashnott Lead Mine, 

Cononley Lead Hine, 

Foulridge Canal Tunnel, 

Lothersdale Mill Water Wheel, 

Etc, 


Can You Help? 


The Guardian recently mentioned, BARTON-le-CLAY ‘LIME 
QUARRY CAVES", Paul Sowan is trying to find out about 
this, Perhaps you can help? 


Andrew Pluaridge of the The Folly Fellowship would like 
news of the condition of the UNDERGROUND 
BALLROOM/BILLIARD ROOM at WITLEY PARK Surrey, The owner 
is not keen to allow hia access, 


Ralcole Tadd noticed the following in an old undated 
book, British Fungi and Lichens, Rassee, Routledge. 
"Several species of fungi emit a BRIGHT 

PHOSPHORESCENT, GREENISH LIGHT during the night or when 
kept in darkness, .....05. 
peerendss exaaples of such ayceliua and fungi are not 
uncommon on woodwork in aines," 


ebavaueagnpaeeaangna 


Does anyone know about or have experience of this? 
Fron C, Lorenz 18 Rue du Cardinal-Lemoine 75005, Paris 
De nombreux “souterrains anenages" coaportent un 
"GOULOT°"; celui-ci donne tres souvent acces a une 


salle terninale, 


Auriez-vous une idee sur la fonction de ce "goulot®, a 
quoi servait-il? 


Quelle hypothese enetriez-vous? 
sub, Brit, Authors, 


At least two Sub, Brit, have had books recently 
published, 


Steaming Through the Isle Of Wight, Peter Hay, 36pp. 
ISBN 0-906520-56-8 Niddleton Press, £7.95 (ca, 1989) 


Living Underground, A History of Cave and Cliff 
Ovelling, David Kempe, 25Spp, ISBN 0-906969-86-7, The 
Herbert Press, £18, 1988 


Peter Hay was well known for his railway books long 
before Malcola Tadd pressed a Sub, Brit, application 
form into his hand, 


David Kempe has joined Sub, Brit, and we are 
privileged, His book is a comprehensive survey froa 
Neanderthal Man to the present day, Roger writes; ‘This 
is a hardback coffee table type foraat book, lavishly 
illustrated with black and white and colour photographs 
and drawings, It is the definitive study of historical 
and international trogledisa, and an indispensable 
addition to any subterraneanist's bookshelf, 


Available at £5 off the bookshop price of £18 at the 
October Day Conference and subsequent meetings while 
stocks last, or from Roger Morgan, 01 937 2037 or 01 
937 5464 12097" 


Qhituary 
Adey Horton 


Sylvia Beason writes: “Adey Horton, author and 
wedievalist, was the first peaber to join Sub, Brit in 
1974, He died of cancer last Septeaber in his own hone, 
having just dined with friends, Some members vill 
reneaber his delightful lecture at Lucy Cavendish 
College Cambridge on his troglodyte dwelling at Troo, 
Hontoir/Loir, France," 


A sad day for Sub, Brit, 


nafety 


Sub, Brit, is beginning to move into mines exploration 
during Study Weekends which requires caving techniques, 
despite Sub, Brit not being a caving club, 


On ali such trips it is essential ladder rigging is 
performed to the satisfaction of all cave leaders 
present, There will nearly always be experienced cave 
leaders from proper caving clubs present and they have 
a responsibility in this aatter, If there are no such 
leaders the trip should not take place, 


Improperly rigged ladders and ropes not only endanger 
people on the current trip but can subtly damage and 
weaken equipment so that subsequent users are 
endangered, 


Peter Burgess, himself a cave leader, is publishing an 
article on rigging techniques in the Bulletin, but be 
advised - to be a cave leader you aust serve your tise 
with a bona fide caving club 

Malcolm Tadd, Local Cave Rescue Warden, 
Tor Doig 


Congratulations to our meaber Tom Doig, He is now in 
charge of the Chalk Pits Museum, Amberley, Sussex, It's 
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the Ironbridge of the south and developing rapidly, 
Don't forget to visit it, 


Field Iri 
Some East Kent Sites, 


With Jim Bradshaw to give the outing quasi-officia! 
status, I recently visited some sites in East Kent to 
inspect underground sites of interest, First on the 
list was Tyler Hill tunnel at Canterbury, built for the 
Canterbury and Whitstable Railway in 1831 but closed 
some years ago, The south (Canterbury) end is in the 
grounds of a school at TRI43595 and a providential 
rainstorm allowed is to reach the entrance without 
attracting unwelcome attention, The bore is open for 
about 150 yards to a breeze block wall which prevents 
further progress, It is understood that subsidence 
affecting the University buildings above has occurred 
beyond this point, We also found the north end of the 
tunnel at TRI40601 and although there is a hole in the 
brickwork which seals it, there appears to be a solid 
backfilling within, 


The next call was at Golgotha tunnel, Shepherdswell, on 
the East Kent Rly, which finally closed in 1964, 
Entering at TR265486 we found that a double- line 
elliptical arch in brick has been constructed, 
Springing (except for about 3Oyds at each end of the 
tunnel,) from the raw chalk about 7ft, above rail 
level, The rails are still in position ($,R,/S,E,C,R, 
track) and still also is the tunnel’s notable feature, 
In place of the second line of rails (the East Kent 
here was a single track) there is a single block of 
unexcavated chalk l0ft, high by IOft, wide, Presumably 
this was left in place to save money, It is possible 
to walk the top of the block of chalk and confirm that 
behind it the arch springs from the raw chalk as it 
does on the “railway” side, Does anyone know of a 
Similar half- finished railway tunnel in this country? 


A forthcoming history on the East Kent Ry], contains a 
aap showing an aerial ropeway from the Tilaanstone 
Colliery to Dover Harbour, passing through a tunnel at 
the Dover end, and with aid of an old 1° pap showing 
the line of the ropeway an attempt was made to find the 
tunnel, The YCH of Kent says the ropeway “will use two 
tunnels through the cliffs at Langdon Hole*, and I have 
since contacted a pan who remeabers seeing the hole in 
the cliffs above the Eastern Ara, where the ropeway 
entered, Not having this precise information at the 
tine of our visit we were looking for tunnels in 
totally the wrong place but a return visit is obviously 
necessary, In Langdon Hole there is an obvious tip of 
chalk but no point which could be identified as a 
tunnel mouth, Archival research is continuing, 


The last call of the day was to the cut and cover 
tunnel under the grounds of Bourne Park near the forner 
Bishopsbourne station on the closed Elhaa valley line, 


The tunne] was approached along the former trackbed, 
its south end being at TR180528. It is open throughout, 
train services being withdrawn in 1947, 


Peter Hay, Spring 1989 
Vnderground Radar Station at Beachy Head 


This was a single-storey underground structure, built 
in the late 1950s and abandoned ca, 1960, The guard 
house for the station has now been taken over and 
modified for use as the Beachy Head coastguard 
Station, At the rear of this building a concrete slab 
Covers the former entrance ,,,, formerly, an extension 
of the guard house covered this entrance, and there was 
a flight of steps down from within the guard house to 
the main entrance tunne], Now, access (controlled) is 
via a locked manhole cover in the concrete slab, This 
gives access to the lower part of the flight of steps, 
and then the wide, gently sloping access tunnel, 


The main structure lies about east-west, at right 
angles to the access tunnel, It is below the elongated 
grassed over hump visible on the surface, What appears 
to have been an electrical supply room is passed on the 
left, then the steel] blast doors leading into the asain 
structure, 


The plan is quite simple, with predominantly "domestic" 
rooas and/or offices along the right sand side 
(southern) of the central corridor, and evidently 
“operational” rooas on the left, Furniture and fittings 
have been generally wrecked and anything worth 
Salvaging for scrap value (or possible “secrecy 
value") has been removed, 


At the far end a further set of steel blast doors leads 
the visitor through the heating/ventilating area 
(quantities of air ducting everywhere) to the emergency 
exit ...,a flight of iron steps which once gave access 
to the surface, although now there is a concrete slab 
over the site, 


There appears to have been no sewage works associated 
with this station and it is assumed the foul/waste 
water was Simply spilled over the cliffs onto the 
beach, 


A photographic record was made, 
Paul W, Sowan 31,8,87 


Notes from a visit to RAF Vartling Underground Radar 
Station, 

This site is referred to under the heading “Court Lodge 
Fara, Pevensey Marshes" in Records Chelsea 
Speleological Society 8, page 35 (1978), There are 
surface buildings and subsurface structures at 
XXXXXxxxx Access is restricted, and in places the 
underground is quite dangerous, 
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Surface features, 


THe aost obvious building is a range of structures with 
steel doors and steel-shuttered windows or ventilation 
ports, This is now in use by cows grazing the area 
within the extant RAF boundary fence, and stands on the 
sumeit of a low hill about xxxSE of Wartling village, 
It had no direct comaunication with the underground 
structure below it, and was mainly constructed in 
connection with the operation of the extremely large 
rectangular rotating radar aerial which once existed on 
a steel structure above it; concrete blocks around the 
building aark the position of the now removed legs of 
the aerial support structure, 


About xxx metres to the west of the main building 
stands the former guard house for the underground 
station, This is now in private occupation, and on no 
account should the occupants be approached for access 
(or the precise location be published), as this would 
prejudice the limited access arrangements currently in 
force, The guard house foraerly comaunicated with 
underground structure via a long sloping tunnel, but 
this has now been sealed off at its inner end, The main 
cables and presumably other supplies also entered the 
northern end of the underground near the guard 
house,,,, there was once a small surface building 
associated with the cables, just to the east of the 
guard house, although all there is to see now is a 
slight depression in the ground and a few concrete 
steps, 


About XXX to the south of the hill- top building is 
the emergency exit shaft head, which is usually kept 
locked, Nearby is the collapsed concrete slab that once 
covered the air intake, and further down the slope, 
Near the periaeter fence , is the sewage treatment 
works for the underground structure,,, concrete covered 
tanks, and two sprinkler beds, Access to the 
underground is possible only via the emergency exit 
shaft,,,,one named individual has permission for access 
and may be able from time to time to take one or two 
interested visitors down by arrangement, but 
"freelance” or mass visits should not be atteapted as 
these would prejudice any further access of any kind, 


The underground structure, 


The structure is on two floors, with a corridor on each 
floor aligned approximately north-south, Little of the 
lower floor was seen as there is currently 75ce of 
flood water ,,,, the depth of which seeas likely to 
only increase with time, as it is assumed there is ( in 
the absence of puaping ) no way for the water to 
escape, The upper floor was partly concrete slab but, 
to a large extent, had iron grills or wooden boards, 
sone of which are now either aissing or rotten, There 
is extensive cable ducting below this upper floor, and 
there are numerous other places where one could fall 
through holes or weak floor into the lower area, 


Presumably the lower floor, likewise has such holes, 
underfloor ducts, and so forth, 


The emergency escape shaft has a set of iron steps, in 
good condition, Foul/ waste water ejection pipes exit 
by this route, The steps lead down to the sain heating/ 
ventilating plant,,, large amounts of air ducting 
Survive, although most of the machinery, fittings, and 
Cable throughout the structure has been removed, One 
electrical fittings label was seen with a maker's 
Plate dated 1956, Substantial steel blast doors (open) 
lead into the upper corridor, On the west side there 
are various small rooms, most of which appear to have 
for "domestic" purposes (toilets, canteen, washroos, ? 
offices) and two flights of stairs down to the lower 
level, On the east side of the upper corridor are 
further small rooms which appear to have been 
“operational” rooas,,,,one contains a circular 
Structure which appears to have been a “light table” or 
Projection screen operated from below, The * main 
Operations room", surrounded on the N,V, and S, sides 
by these smaller operations areas, is impressive in 
$ize,,,auch larger than al] the other rooms, and 
extends the full two storeys of the whole structure, At 
upper and lower levels there were plate glass screens 
between this large room and the others around it, Most 
of this plate glass screen is now broken, and large 
Pieces could be seen sticking out of the flood water on 
the floor, Batteries of powerful lights (defunct of 
course) are still suspended from the ceiling, 


At the north end of the main upper corridor, is the 
point at which the main cable is visible, and can be 
reached via a vertical iron ladder, although any access 
route that aight have been possible is now blocked by 
concrete, Beyond the northern set of blast doors (also 
open) there is a former mains supply electrical roca 
(stripped) and the blocked end of the sain entrance 
passage from the guard house, 


A photographic record of both the underground and 
surface structures was made, 


Paul W, Sowan 31,8,87 


Ramsgate Tunnel 


asia eras As far as the bad air is concerned, I walked 
down to the south of the branch tunnel, and set off up 
it, The air was heavy with condensation, and within 
100-120 yards this was so thick the beam of ay 
(powerful) headlaap was only penetrating 10 or 15 
feet, At the same tine I started to feel breathless, so 
I turned round and beat a hasty retreat, 


I carried down the sain tunnel, but before I reached 
the Thanet Road stairs I stated to feel the sane 
syaptoas - breathlessness and tightness in the chest, 
With the grade, there should be good natural 
ventilation through the tunnel, and when Sub, Brit was 
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there ['a sure no one felt any ill- effects, I suspect 
that the bottom portal has been sealed up properly 
Since our visit, thus preventing a through draught, 


Incidentally I found an odd thing which none of ay 
railway friends can explain, About 100 yards up the 
line from the portal, in a recess in the side of the 
cutting, there is a keyhole-shaped excavation in the 
cess of the down line, You can't see if there was a 
Corresponding one on the up line, as the formation of 
the new cutoff line overlaps the line of the old 
cutting, I wonder if there was ever cable haulage? No 
mention in any articles I've seen, 


Deric Fuller 14,12,88 
Fut Fjeld Ir 


The following non- members have very kindly offered the 
following informal trips to Sub, Brit, meabers, 


Greg, Evans - The East Midlands iron fields, 

Teaple Local History Group - St, Johns Conduit, Bristol 
Tia Tatton-Brown - Rochester and Canterbury cathedrals, 
The stones of construction and the quarries of their 
origin, 


If you contact ae (Malcola Tadd) I will arrange date, 
time, site meeting place and brief details for each of 
these trips, But please note that apart from this, I aa 
not organising the trips, Sub, Brit, does not runa 
formal visits programme or possess a trips organiser, 
(Any volunteers?) 


In particular, Greg Evans’ trip is pioneering work, 
suitable for those interested in industrial as well as 
underground archaeology, You will need your boiler suit 
and lamp to poke down various little, and hopefully 
ultimately large, systems and industrial relicts, For 
50p I will send xeroxes of ay field notes, S0p will 
also buy xeroxes of papers on the Bristol conduit, a 
trip which would suit everyone, If you want to know 
about Tia Tatton-Brown's interests, come to the Autuan 
Day Conference or read, “Great Cathedrals of Britain’, 
Tie Tatton-Brown, BBC Books, 1989, 


A further possible visit is to KINGSTON LACY and MOOR 
PARK near Rickaansworth, There are conduits and tunnels 
associated with these old houses and Paul Sowan is 
negotiating for us to visit thee, 


Next Newsletter 


The next secretary's newsletter will appear in January 
or February 1990 and will contain notice of the Spring 
Day Conference, April 1990, Reports on, Grassington 
Moor, East Midlands iron fields and developments at 
Reigate will be included, 

Please send trip reports, views and news to Malcole 
Tadd 65, Trindles Road, South Nutfield, Redhill, 
Surrey, RH] AJL 0737 823456, 


